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Cybersemiotics as a transdisciplinary evolutionary theory of interpretants in a non-
dualistic evolutionary world including phenomenology

     As soon as we want to base our theory of meaningful cognition and communication including language on an 
evolutionary theory it we miss a transdisciplinary theory combining quantum mechanics, thermodynamics, 
information science with conscious meaningful cognition and communication phenomenologically. The view 
from “outside” does not fit with the view from “inside” and a Wittgenstein based theory that claims the difference 
to be only “grammatical” and not metaphysical is not satisfactory if it just reformulates the problem as a 
mechanical and a normative “space” side as differences in the rules we must obey in the way we speak. Then it 
fails to say anything ontologically about minimal conditions for establishing such grammatical rules. The theory 
has to find a way to define and place the knower and communicator into a known that ontological is constructed 
so as to be able to keep the knower, as well as the knowing and communication process alive and aware. 

    The ontology of the world as pieces of objective information where cognition is a choice among different 
possibilities forgets that information is not uncertainty in the usual sense. Can a naturalistic approach to the 
emergence of semantics of information really be answered from a materialistic paradigm, where ontology is based 
on energy, matter and objective information, which then somehow self-organise the emergence of life creating a 
sort of “bio-meaning”. From here the semiotic cognitive science is promoted as a new paradigm for the human 
and the social sciences by wedding cognitive science and its informational basis with a realistic semiotics that is 
both evolutionary and phenomenological. What can the frames for such a transdisciplinary theory be, when 
cognitive science and phenomenological semiotics seems to carry two different incompatibles ontologies and 
dualism is no longer an acceptable solution? This forces you to solve the problem of how subjective 
consciousness and intersubjective meaning can arise in a thermodynamically and biologically based theory of 
evolution that has no concepts of first person consciousness and meaning, which on the other hand is the 
foundation for the possibility of science at all.  
    
     From being here in conversation, we know that our cognition of the world can produce more or less stable 
embodied consciousnesses that can exchange and construct conceptual meanings through embodied conversations 
and coordinate actions that last over time and exist in space-time and mind. We can also see that our 
communication works through signs for all living systems as well as in human language, understood as a 
structured and progressively developed system of communication. For semiosis to happen we have to assume the 
reality of: 1. our bodies, 2. the combination of society, culture and language, 3. our phenomenal consciousness, 
and 4. physical nature. The viable reality of any of them cannot be denied without self-refuting paradoxes.  This 
places the process of meaningful semiosis as a fundamental and central aspect of reality, not just a construction 
“in our heads” and defies a mechanistic view of nature but not an informational one and as such may provide a 
transdisciplinary framework. 
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